
 

 

 

 

  

 

The children have been settling into their new key groups.  They have been developing confidence to explore 
nursery, feeling safe and happy – finding places to play, busy learning and making friends. 

Autumn is a great time of year to talk about changes in the environment with your child.  You can find fun nature 
activities for your toddler here Explore Nature with Toddlers 

Elm Class 
The children in Elm Room have been enjoying lots of opportunities to explore, create and develop their physical and 
social skills through play. 
Mark-making has been a big part of their learning, with children experimenting with pens, dry-wipe boards, chalk, 
and paint. Exploring different tools and surfaces encourages children to discover the marks they can make, while 
developing the hand control and coordination that will support their early writing. 
Children have also been sorting colours using tweezers. Carefully picking up and moving objects is a great way to 
strengthen fine motor skills and develop hand-eye coordination. There have been plenty of opportunities for bigger 
movements too, with obstacle courses, stepping stones, ramps and bridges encouraging children to practise 
balancing and moving their bodies in different ways. 
Music has provided a lovely opportunity to develop listening and turn-taking skills. Using the instrument bag, 
children have been practising waiting for their turn and listening while their friends play. The familiar song, “Here’s 
our instrument bag, here’s our instrument bag, what’s inside, what’s inside?” helps children anticipate whose turn is 
coming next and encourages everyone to join in. 
  
Beech Class 
The children in Beech Room have been busy investigating, experimenting and learning together through lots of 
hands-on play. 
The children have been exploring ramps and discovering what happens when different objects travel down them. 
Starting with cars, they then extended their investigations by trying natural resources such as pinecones. This playful 
experimentation gives children opportunities to notice cause and effect and explore ideas such as fast and slow. 
There has also been plenty of messy sensory play. Children have been investigating what happens when sand and 
water are mixed, creating very gloopy, wet sand! Exploring how materials can be combined and changed encourages 
curiosity and gives children opportunities to make their own discoveries. 
A jumping game has been helping children practise taking turns while developing their 
physical skills. Children take turns standing on the block before everyone joins in with 
“Ready, steady, go!” and jumps off. The game combines listening and anticipation with 
the excitement of movement and playing together. 

Beech Room’s Book of the Term is Owl Babies (Owl Babies). Becoming familiar with a 
favourite story through repeated reading helps children develop their language, 
understanding and enjoyment of books. 
  

ST PHILIP’S MARSH NURSERY SCHOOL 

Newsletter October 2026 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zvpvy9q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74BE3eQl7uQ


Oak Class 
Wow, what an amazing start to the nursery school year! We have loved seeing some familiar faces in Oak Class, as 
well as welcoming new children who have joined us this September. The children are settling amazingly well, making 
friends, and familiarising themselves with the routine and the environment. We have enjoyed spending sunny 
afternoons in the garden - riding bikes, setting challenges on the climbing frame and playing 
imaginatively. The children are making marks in a range of ways - some doing detailed drawings, 
others choosing to use paint. One of our favourite activities has been painting the giant 
dinosaurs and then working collaboratively to scrub them clean with brushes, sponges and 
warm soapy water!  
In our group times, we have been reading the story Lima's Red Hot Chilli. This really makes us 
laugh, especially when Finn pretends to eat the red hot chilli pepper! We have also been 
learning some new parachute songs - this helps us work together as a team, as well as develop 
our gross motor skills and musical awareness.  
The children have already begun noticing some changes in the natural environment, and in 
the coming weeks we will be linking our learning to the season of Autumn. There will be 
lots of opportunities for the children to express themselves creatively using clay, leaves 
and paint. We will explore pumpkins and winter squash, alongside the artwork of Yayoi 
Kusama. We will learn the song 'Five Little Pumpkins' and read a lovely story called Leaf 
Man by Lois Ehlert (Leaf Man, by Lois Ehlert). There is lots to look forward to! 
  

Fir Class 
It's been amazing to welcome all the children back after the summer holidays and we spent time learning what 
everyone had been up to, and sharing news. The children are getting used to their key groups and adjusting to some 
of our older friends not being there anymore, as well as welcoming new friends and helping them by showing them 
where things are etc. and being kind.  
We have had a focus around "all about me”. We have spoken about it and drawn our different faces: what is the 
same and what is different, then talking about how every family is different. We have more recently been focusing 
on homes and what different homes look like. We have been exploring different 
construction materials to build homes like wooden blocks and sticks and string. We have 
been thinking and talking about who lives with us. We are planning to construct a display 
that shows many different homes and would love it if parents could bring in a photo of their 
children's home or who lives in their home or their favourite toys in their home. If you do 
not have access to a printer, please send to margaret.blake@bristol-schools.uk. 
Our core books have been Owl Babies and more recently We're Going on a Bear Hunt and, 
to tie into the interest of homes, The Three Little Pigs. We have noticed some children role 
playing 'Bear Hunt' and 'Three Little Pigs’ on their own. 
The children have been finding leaves that have changed colour, and we have been talking 
about Autumn, and what it means. We have many more activities planned around Autumn 
and natural open-ended objects.  Hopefully more Autumnal things to explore and then 
fireworks! 
 

 
Donations 

The school provides free milk for all children. We do, however, rely on donations of fruit, vegetables (e.g. carrot 
sticks, cucumber, peppers) and other healthy snacks (e.g. cheese, rice cakes) for your child to share at snack time 
in the morning and afternoon. If you could bring in a small amount each week it would be greatly appreciated.  
Alternatively, you can donate cash or by card using the card reader in the School Office.  

It is the time of year for cold viruses, and we would also appreciate donations of boxes of tissues for the children’s 
use.  We are also running low on spare clothes for 3–4-year-olds, especially trousers, socks and pants and would 
appreciate donations.   
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Family photo board 

Each class has a family photo board to help the children with their sense of belonging and community.  Please could 
you bring in a family photo(s) (no more than 3) to display.  If you do not have access to a printer, you can email 
Margaret.blake@bristol-schools.uk who will print it for you. 

Volunteers welcome 

Calling all parents/carers/grandparents – we would love you to volunteer with 
us.  The children love to be read with and helped with all sorts of activities (e.g. 
gardening, art, music).  Another pair of hands is always welcome! Please speak 
to your child’s key person or me if you would like to help.  Are you a doctor, 
nurse, vet, or in the fire/police service and can talk to the children about what 
you do?  We would love to hear from you.  

Sickness 
 
If your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea please remember that they must stay off school for at least 48 hours 
from the last time that they were ill. Also, it is the time of year where children get cold viruses. If your child is unwell, 
please keep them at home and telephone the school on 0117 977 6171 to report the absence. We can only give 
prescribed medication at school that has a pharmacist sticker on the bottle or box prescribed to your child – we 
cannot give any medicines that you have bought over the counter. 

Session times 

Please could we remind parents of the session times.  The morning session starts at 9.00 am and finishes at 12.00 
noon (door opens at 11.55 am).  The afternoon session starts at 12.30 pm and finishes at 3.30 pm (door opens at 
3.25 pm).  We understand that the start and end of the sessions are extremely busy times of the day and the car 
park is often crowded and allowances should be made for this.  If in an emergency you anticipate being late to pick 
up your child, please could you phone the school to let us know.  This avoids your child becoming upset.  This is 
particularly important at the end of the day pick-up. 

If you need to pick up your child before the end of the session, please pick up before 3.00 pm (afternoon session) 
and before 11.30 am (morning session).  At the end of each session, we have story, song or sound and it is 
important that this is not disturbed.  It is an important part of their phonics and numeracy learning which needs 
to take place in a quiet atmosphere to develop listening and attention skills.  

Parking and Children’s Safety 

Your child’s safety is always our number one priority. We ask you to make sure that this is yours too. Every school 
in Bristol has an issue with parking and we are no exception. We are fortunate that we have a small car park at the 
front of the premises that parents can use. This can get very congested and if you are in a hurry, it is best to park in 
a nearby side street. Walking, cycling and lift sharing are all ways in which to reduce congestion.   PLEASE DO NOT 
PARK IN THE CAR PARKS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES (e.g. Grundons, Fox Storage).  Not only is this very dangerous but 
you may well get clamped.  Please ensure you keep a close eye on your child whilst walking in and out of the school 
and close all doors/gates behind you. 

Application for primary school 

Please remember that the deadline for applying for a Reception Class place for your child is 15 January 2027 (if 
your child was born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2024). Look out for tours at your local primary 
schools. They are a useful way to see what life is like at school and to ask questions to find out if it could be the 
right school for your child. The online application system is now open (www.bristol.gov.uk/schooladmissions). If 
you require any help with this, please ask. 
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New menu 

After half term, there will be a new lunch time menu (see below).  The cost of a meal remains £2.70. 

Toileting 

If your child is in nappies, please ensure there are enough nappies and wet wipes for the session and if your child 
is toilet training, please put wet wipes in their bag and lots of spare clothes (including socks) as children may 
need changing more than once. 

If your child is not actively potty training (i.e. attempting to use the toilet regularly), please could you provide 
nappies (with tabs) instead of pull-ups to help key people with the changing process.  

School Uniform 

Uniform is not compulsory, but we do have school jumpers, polo 
shirts and hats with the school logo which can be purchased quite 
reasonably from the school office.  

Sweatshirts £11.00  
Polo shirts £7.10 
Woolly hats £5.00  
  

Advance notice – changes to Free School Meal holiday vouchers (from December 2026) 

The council currently provides free school meal (FSM) supermarket vouchers during school holiday periods to 
families in receipt of benefit related free school meals (FSM).  This is now coming to an end. The final FSM 
supermarket voucher issue will take place for the December 2026 school holidays.  

Please note that this does not impact your child’s standard meals; regular FSM provision during term time 
remains fully available for all eligible children. 

Why is this change happening? 

This adjustment follows the UK Government’s decision to end the Household Support Fund, which previously 
financed supermarket holiday vouchers through local authorities. The replacement fund, the Crisis and Resilience 
Fund, operates under different national criteria and cannot be used to run widespread holiday voucher schemes. 

We understand this news may be concerning during a time of ongoing financial pressure for families. 

What alternative support is available? 

To ensure children continue to receive support during school holiday periods, the following options remain 
available: 

Cost of Living https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/people-and-communities/cost-of-living-support 

Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/people-and-communities/find-
a-holiday-activity-in-your-area 

If you have questions about your ongoing term-time eligibility or need guidance on how to access local support 
funds, please visit the local council's family support hub. 

INSET Days 

The School will be closed on the following days for staff training:   4 January, 25 March, 7 June. 
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New parent governor needed 

Our Governing Body is made up of community, parent, staff and Local Authority Governors.  Our Governors come 
from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experiences, but they are all volunteers who work together for 
the benefit of the School and are the link between the School and the community it serves.  We are currently 
looking for a new parent governor. Being a Governor can be enjoyable, stimulating and rewarding.  Please don’t 
be put off by thinking that you must have specialist expertise or knowledge.  Enthusiasm and interest are much 
more important to start with and there is training and support available to help you.  Please remember you will be 
joining a long-established Governing Body and will be supported by fellow Governors with many years of 
experience.  If you would like more information, please contact Maggie on Reception. 

Diwali 

When we come back after half term we will be celebrating Diwali (also known as Deepavali), the major Hindu 
Festival of Lights celebrated across Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism.   

There are some great sites with more information for children and families here: 

Celebrating Diwali - CBeebies 

My First Festivals: Diwali - CBeebies 

We send best wishes for a Happy Diwali to the families in our school community celebrating!   

 

 

Important Dates 

Half term holiday – School CLOSED – Monday 26 to Friday 30 
October (inclusive) 

Christmas holidays – School CLOSED – Monday 21 December to 
Friday 1 January (inclusive) 

INSET day – Monday 4 January (School CLOSED) 

Return to School – Tuesday 5 January 

Full details of all Bristol City Council term dates until Jul 2026 can be 
accessed HERE  

 ( 
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Autumn leaves  

(to the tune of London Bridge is Falling Down) 

Autumn leaves are falling down, 

Falling down, falling down. 

Autumn leaves are falling down, 

On the ground 

 

Find a broom and start to sweep, 

Start to sweep, start to sweep. 

Find a broom and start to sweep, 

Start to sweep. 

 

And make them in a great big heap,  

Great big heap, great big heap. 

And make them in a great big heap, 

On the ground. 

 

But here comes the wind to blow them round, 

Blow them round, blow them round. 

Here comes the wind to blow them, 

On the ground. 

https://pngimg.com/download/3587
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St Philip’s Marsh/Cashmore join the My School Fund initiative to help boost our budget 

 

We’re pleased to announce that St Philip’s Marsh Nursery School/Cashmore Early Years Centre is 

part the My School Fund initiative. This innovative scheme allows for us to be able to boost our 

school’s budget with your help. 

 

How does it work? 

 

Parents, guardians and carers can sign up to the scheme for free and start earning cashback on the 

things they buy in participating retail stores, including Sainsbury’s and Argos. As you spend you’ll 

receive 2% cashback in the form of eGift vouchers that can be redeemed in participating stores. By 

linking your spend to our school on the My School Fund website we’ll also earn 1% cashback on your 

spend.  

 

Add that all up across our school’s network of families and together we can all make a big 

difference! 

 

How to get involved 

 

Visit myschoolfund.org to register for free and link to St Philip’s Marsh Nursery School BS2 0SU. 

From there, everything you spend in participating stores will go towards helping boost our budget, 

plus your own! 

 

Sign up today at myschoolfund.org 

 

 

 

http://www.myschoolfund.org/


 



 





 



  



 


