
 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
Welcome back to the new term 

  

Elm Class 
This term we have welcomed some new friends into Elm Class. They are settling in well and learning the daily routine 
from their peers.  
Our song of the term is Five little monkeys jumping on the bed which is great for practicing 
counting with 1:1 correspondence up to 5 and predicting what happens when we take one 
away.  We are also reading the story and acting it out using props. 
The children have a keen interest in ramps and have been building them using wooden 
blocks, racing one or more cars down and seeing the difference if the ramps are high or 
low (“wheee!”). This has then extended to creating small structures, like garages for their 
cars from Duplo. They are also developing their gross motor skills by building structures 
using large blocks and enclosing themselves in or building towers and taking turns at jumping off. 
We are also making marks using our fingers in flour or exploring making marks with paint.   
Towards the end of each day, we brush our teeth together and talk about the importance of taking care of our teeth.  
This forms part of the NHS Big Brush Club scheme (see https://bigbrushclub.co.uk/ for more information).  
Beech Class 
Children have explored the ice outside. They have used spades from the sandpit to break the ice. They had to really 
persevere as the ice in the tuff tray was very thick. 
When it’s been raining, they have been collecting water in their buckets. This is a fabulous opportunity to use lots of 
mathematical language e.g. full, empty, big, small etc. 
Children have been using the bricks a lot. They have been using the big bricks to make a road to balance along. 
Smaller bricks have been used to build towers. Some are even making structures and enclosures. Explaining what 
they are making as they have added their bricks. 
Children have enjoyed acting out the stories from our helicopter stories book. Children are 
starting to tell us their stories which we are then acting out. 
We have a few children learning to use the toilet, so we have been reading the book: Poo poo 
bum bum wee wee.  
We have been using our song box with nursery rhyme characters in. The children take it in turns 
to choose one and we then sing the song. 
 
We are delighted to welcome Carolyn to Beech Class as a Key Person. 
  
Oak Class 
In Oak Class the children were full of excitement as they shared all the fun things they did over the holidays, 
including some of them telling us about the fireworks they saw over New Year. 
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During key group time, the children have been very busy rescuing animals frozen in ice, designing 
their own hats and scarves, and enjoying imaginative play with small Arctic animals and ‘snow’. 
As a class, we have continued with our Helicopter Stories. The children are now beginning to 
create and tell their own stories and act them out with their peers. Their stories are wonderfully 
imaginative, and their acting skills have been truly impressive! 
In our key groups, we have been reading Whatever Next by Jill Murphy and talking about what it 
might be like to fly to the moon. The children especially enjoy using the props — particularly 
when they get to choose whether to be sprayed with water when it rains in the story! 
 
Finn will be back soon.  She is currently taking time off with her partner to take care of their new baby and we wish 
them all the best.  

Fir Class 
In Fir Class we have been enjoying talking about what we got up to over the Christmas holidays. Santa had certainly 
been busy and lots of children spending time seeing their families.  
The freezing weather gave us lots of explorative opportunities, including finding ice around the garden where water 
had frozen, smashing the ice with wooden hammers and playing with small world Artic 
animals.  
Our core book is currently Peace at Last and is great for sound recognition and talking about 
the different sounds we can hear in the environment.  
Some children in Fir Class have been interested in recognising numerals around the classroom 
and attempting to write the numerals themselves. A great activity is to do this walking along a 
street with house numbers and car registrations. Lots of our children have also been 
interested in den building with sheets and large bulldog clips. This is a great way to encourage 
teamwork, compromise and imaginative play.  

 

Lunar New Year 

Soon we will be celebrating Lunar/Chinese New Year – this year it is the ‘Year of the Horse’.  It is always an 
exciting celebration for the children and an opportunity to learn about a different culture and language. We will 
be tasting food, and the children will also be learning different ways of expressing themselves through music and 
dance.   You can find out more about Lunar New Year by visiting Chinese and Lunar New Year 2026 - CBeebies - 

 Literacy - Sound-talking 

Developing children’s ability to attentively listen to sounds around them, such as the sounds of their toys and to 
sounds in spoken language, is one of the starting points to developing children’s awareness of sounds and 
letters. This will eventually enable them to become confident readers and writers. At home you could try the 
following activity to support your child with this. 

Find real objects around your home that have three sounds and practice ‘sound talk’. First, just let them listen, 
then see if they will join in, for example, saying: 

   ‘I spy a p-e-g – peg.’  
   ‘I spy a c-u-p – cup.’ 
   ‘Where’s your other s-o-ck – sock?’ 
   ‘Simon says – touch your ch-i-n - chin.’     
   ‘Simon says – pick up your b-a-g – bag’. 

Numeracy – Time 

Encouraging children to notice order, predicting what comes next and recalling what they have done earlier will 
help them to become increasingly aware of time. Talk to your children about activities in natural contexts, for 
example: how long until bedtime, how long cakes need to be in the oven, how many sleeps until a child’s 
birthday.  
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BBC.  You can also find local celebrations at Lunar New Year Celebration - Year of the Horse | Bristol Museums 

and  Lunar (Chinese) New Year 2026, Bristol - Wai Yee Hong Chinese Supermarket! 偉義行：中國超市 

 

 

Travelling Light 

We are lucky to be joined every week by Rebecca from the Travelling Light Theatre Company. She is working 
with Beki to develop the children’s communication and language skills in creative ways. Every week, Rebecca 
brings interesting fabrics and items that the children use to make up stories and games together. They have a 
lot of fun together! 

 

 

 

World Book Day 

World Book Day is 5 March 2026 and we are celebrating it on Wednesday 4 March.  Your child is invited to dress 
up in pyjamas, bring a teddy, their favourite book and £1 donation.  To find out where your donation goes, click 
on the link https://www.worldbookday.com/. 

Please remember that children will still be playing outside so ensure that they have warm clothes to put 
over/under their pyjamas.   

Arbor management system 

We will be changing our parent payment/communication system from ParentPay to Arbor by the end of March. 
You will receive information on how to log on to the new system shortly. 

Winter raffle 

Thank you to the parents/carers who supported our winter raffle. We raised the fantastic amount of £253 for 
school funds which will be spent on children’s activities in the future.  

Donations 

The school provides free milk for all children. We do, however, rely on donations of fruit, 
vegetables (e.g. carrot sticks, cucumber, peppers) and other healthy snacks (e.g. cheese, 
rice cakes, breadsticks, low salt crackers) for your child to share at snack time in the 
morning and afternoon. If you could bring in a small amount each week it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Alternatively, you can donate cash or by card using the card reader in the 
School Office.    

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/chinese-lunar-new-year
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/whats-on/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/lunar-new-year/
https://www.waiyeehong.com/news-and-media/lunar-new-year-2026-bristol/
https://www.travellinglighttheatre.org.uk/
https://www.worldbookday.com/


 

It is the time of year for cold viruses, and we would also appreciate donations of boxes of 
tissues for the children’s use.   

Also, if you are having a clear out, we would be extremely grateful for any donations of:  

Craft resources: tissue paper, coloured lollipop sticks, sugar paper, paint.  

Toys: old mobile phones (with batteries and SIM cards removed), old house phones, toy cars (that are not 
recognisable to the child as being 'theirs'), sensory toys, small soft balls, bean bags. 

Open-ended resources: pinecones, thin sticks, tubes, funnels. 

Other items: children’s gloves, old towels. 

Clothing 
 
As the weather is getting colder, children will need appropriate clothing and footwear. We go 
into the garden in all weathers. Please could you provide your child with a pair of wellies and 
wet weather gear. ‘All weather’ suits are a very good way to keep children dry and can be 
purchased quite reasonably. Children may need changing multiple times a day because of 
getting wet or toileting accidents so please ensure there are lots of spare clothes (including 
socks) in their bag. All clothing and footwear must be labelled. It would be helpful if you could show your child 
how to put their hats and gloves into the sleeve of their coat when they take them off to prevent them being lost. 

Toileting  

If your child is in nappies, please ensure there are enough nappies and wet wipes for the session and if your child 
is toilet training, please put wet wipes in their bag and lots of spare clothes (including socks) as children may 
need changing more than once. 

If your child is not actively potty training (i.e. attempting to use the toilet regularly), please could you provide 
nappies (with tabs) instead of pull-ups to help key people with the changing process.   

INSET Days 

The school will be closed on the following days for staff training: 13 February, 2 April, 1 June 2026 

School closure due to bad weather 

We always endeavour to keep the school open and plan carefully for all 
eventualities. However, on occasions we have had to close because of severe 
conditions. This is usually snow related and because of health and safety or staff 
shortages. If we are in a situation where we cannot open the school, it will be 
announced on local radio stations (Radio Bristol 95.5FM) and published on the 
Local Authority website and School website (www.stphilipsmarshnursery.co.uk) 
and Facebook page. We will also send an email to you via ParentPay. 
 
School Library 

The school library in the Reception area is always open. Please use it! The best way you can help your children 
learn to read is by enjoying reading books with them in a relaxed and comfortable way.  
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Parking and children’s safety 

Your child’s safety is always our number one priority. We ask you to make sure that this is yours too. Every school 
in Bristol has an issue with parking and we are no exception. We are fortunate that we have a small car park at 
the front of the premises that parents can use. This can get very congested and if you are in a hurry, it is best to 
park in a nearby side street. Walking, cycling and lift sharing are all ways in which to reduce congestion.  Do not 
park in the car parks of local businesses (e.g. Fox Storage and Grundons). 

We understand the car park can get very busy at the beginning and end of sessions. We encourage everyone to 
always be tolerant and respectful when using the car park.  Please do not leave your car running whilst parked 
in the car park as the exhaust fumes affect families waiting to come in. 

 

Please keep a close eye on your child whilst walking in and out of the school and ensure that if you are coming to 
Nursery on foot, you DO NOT WALK THROUGH THE CAR PARK and instead use the pedestrian entrance.   Please 
shut the doors/gates behind you when entering/exiting the premises. 

New parent governor needed 

Our Governing Body is made up of community, parent, staff and Local Authority Governors.  Our Governors come 
from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experiences, but they are all volunteers who work together for 
the benefit of the school and are the link between the school and the community it serves.  We are currently 
looking for a new parent governor. Being a Governor can be enjoyable, stimulating and rewarding.  Please don’t 
be put off by thinking that you have to have specialist expertise or knowledge.  Enthusiasm and interest are much 
more important to start with and there is training and support available to help you.  Please remember you will 
be joining a long-established Governing Body and will be supported by fellow Governors with many years of 
experience.  If you would like more information, please contact Maggie on Reception. 

 

  

Important Dates 

Full details of all Bristol City Council term dates until Jul 2026 can be accessed 
HERE  

INSET Day (School closed) – 13 February 

Half term holiday (school CLOSED) – 16-20 February (inclusive) 

Wednesday 4 March – celebration of Word Book Day 

INSET Day (School closed) – 2 April 

Easter holiday (school CLOSED) – 3 to 17 April (inclusive) 

INSET Day (School closed) – 1 June 

 

 ( 
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At St Philip’s Marsh Nursery School/Cashmore Early Years Centre we are committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.  This is our 
safeguarding team. 

     

 Charlotte Carter   Clare Morton     Sharon Cutler 
 Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher    School Business Manager 
 Designated Safeguarding Lead Deputy Safeguarding Lead   Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

 

  

Emmeline James   Heidi Taylor 
Inclusion Lead   Governor 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead  Named Safeguarding Governor 

  



 

St Philip’s Marsh/Cashmore join the My School Fund initiative to help boost our 

budget 

 

We’re pleased to announce that St Philip’s Marsh Nursery School/Cashmore Early Years Centre 

is part of the My School Fund initiative. This innovative scheme allows for us to be able to 

boost our school’s budget with your help. 

 

How does it work? 

 

Parents, guardians and carers can sign up to the scheme for free and start earning cashback 

on the things they buy in participating retail stores, including Sainsbury’s and Argos. As you 

spend, you’ll receive 2% cashback in the form of eGift vouchers that can be redeemed in 

participating stores. By linking your spend to our school on the My School Fund website we’ll 

also earn 1% cashback on your spend.  

 

Add that all up across our school’s network of families and together we can all make a big 

difference! 

 

How to get involved 

 

Visit myschoolfund.org to register for free and link to St Philip’s Marsh Nursery School BS2 

0SU. From there, everything you spend in participating stores will go towards helping boost 

our budget, plus your own! 

 

Sign up today at myschoolfund.org 

 

 

 

  

http://www.myschoolfund.org/


 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

Winter Clothing 

Now the weather has changed, please remember to provide appropriate outdoor clothing for your child as we 

experience lots of learning when we go outside in all types of weather.   

Also, please don’t forget to label your child’s clothes. 

Thank you 

Rainy Day 

  
Wellington boots Waterproof Coat & Trousers 

Wintery day                   

    
 

Coat Hat Gloves Scarf Layers of clothes 

 
 


